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THROCKMORTON. 

As working genealogists have frequently found, — to their 
chagrin often, — the "Visitation Pedigrees" of the! XVII century 
Heralds "are not what they seem," and "implicit confidence" 
cannot be placed in them. As an instance of this, note the fol- 
lowing item. 

The Throckmorton "pedigree" in the "Visitation" of Hunt- 
ingdonshire, (Camden Society Publications), written in 1613, 
and reproduced in this magazine, in Vol. in, p. 46, errs in 
its earliest part, that is in the statement, (q.v.), that "Robert 
Throckmorton, son and heir of Thomas Throckmorton, of 
Coughton, in Waruickshire," had by his wife, born "Marowe," 
a son named "Richard," who, the Herald records, resided in High- 
ham Ferrars, Northants, and was sometime seneschal, or steward, 
of Lancashire, and was brother to "Sir George Throckmorton," 
whose wife was Catherine, "da to the Lo Vaulx," and also 
brother to "Doctor Throckmorton 3 filius." That is, said Robert 
Throckmorton of Coughton, had three sons, named George, the 
heir, Richard, the steward, and the Doctor, as third son. 
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By referring to Vol. 11., p. 243, of this magazine, you may 
learn, by an extract from Kimber's "Baronetage," that the afore- 
said Robert Throckmorton was a man of prominence in his day, 
and was made a Knight of the Bath, about or before 1502, and 
died in a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, on which he started in 
1 5 19, "having settled his estate." 

This extract from Kimber's work tells that this Sir Robert, 
K. B. had two wives and that his issue by the first was an only 
daughter, and by the second, who was "Catherine, daughter of 
Sir William Marrow, Kt", (so identifying him with the Robert 
of the said Visitation Pedigree), he had four sons, namely, 
Sir George his heir, Anthony, slain at Pavia, Michael, died in 
1553, and Richard, the fourth son "of Hingham Ferrers," men- 
tioned above. And of the daughters, seven of them, he names 
them Mary, wife of Thomas Burdet , Elizabeth, Catherine, 
Ursula, Bridget, Alice, and Margaret. And these were the 
names of the eleven children Sir Robert Throckmorton, K. B. 
There is considerable told about Sir Robert in Kimber, and 
that "he married Catherine, daughter of Nicholas, Lord Vaux." 

This "Herald's Pedigree" it appears was made in 1613 by 
Robert Throckmorton, of Ellington, Hunts. He gave his 
father, and grandfather, Gabriel and Ricnard, and some col- 
lateral kin, and either he or the Herald recorded that said 
"Richard" was a son of Robert, the Knight of the Bath. From 
what here follows, we can imagine that Robert, of Ellington, 
himself a grandfather in 1613, knew who his granfather was, 
namely Richard, of Higham Ferrars, but only made a guess at 
the parentage of said Richard, and succeeded, if that was his 
desire, in throwing considerable genealogical dust in our eyes, 
and causing his descendants in the present generation to adopt 
"a long line of unbroken ancestry," vide fo. 241, etc. lib. 11, 
"William and Mary College Quarterly." 

But the will of Sir Robert Throckmorton, K. B., of Coughton, 
Warwickshire, proved 9 Nov. 1520, after his death in the Holy 
Land, flatly contradicts all these claims. For instance, in the 
first place, he does not mention a son named "Richard," he of 
Hingham Ferrars and he says that "John," not "Sir George" 
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was the name of his heir. That is, "To my son and heir John 
Throckmorton, married to the daughter of Sir Nicholas Vaux, 
my manor of Coughton." And, in this connection, it may be 
observed that the quoted Herald's "pedigree" says "Sir George" 
married "da to the Lo Vaulx." Further, the K. B. devised 
"To my youngest son Michael Throckmorton, my manor of 
Towsland, in Huntingdonshire." The Herald's "pedigree," or 
Robert of Ellington, did not record a son by this name to the 
K. B., but Kimber does. And "to my son Anthony Throck- 
morton," etc., also mentioned by Kimber, but not by Robert, 
1613. As to his daughters, the testator "remembers" them as 
"my daughters Mary Burdet, Margaret, Joyce, Alice, Ursula, 
and Anne Throckmorton." Kimber's list almost corresponds 
to this. He also mentions his deceased wife, Elizabeth, . the 
mother of Ursula. The "Doctor Throckmorton," placed as 
third son of the K. B. was William Throckmorton, LL. D., his 
brother. 

Therefore, the deduction is, the known pedigree of the 
Throckmorton family of Virginia, begins with "Ric'hardus 
Throckmorton de Hingham Ferrars, in Com. Northampt, Senes- 
callus Ducattas Lancastriae," circa 1550, and the connection 
between the Throckmortons in question, of Huntingdonshire 
and Warwickshire, is yet to be established. Of course it can 
be claimed that because Sir Robert, the K. B., did not men- 
tion "Richardus" in his will, is not conclusive proof he had no 
son by this name. But, to be so accepted, the claim would have 
to be well established, and the Herald's "pedigree" of 161 3 would 
be no help for the reasons above mentioned. 

Charles H. Browning. 
Ardmore, Pa. 



